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,  ‒ Imagine moving to a foreign country where 
you don’t speak the language and starting a job you are in no way trained 
to do.

From  to , cartoonist Lars Martinson did just that. Working as an 
assistant English teacher in rural Japan, he taught  students, ranging 
in age from six to sixteen. With a background in graphic design, Lars had 
no previous teaching experience before taking the job. 

“Coming up with lesson plans for all the different age groups was a real 
nightmare at first. It took about a year before I felt like I had any idea what 
I was doing,” Lars said. “But for all that, I wouldn’t trade my time in Japan 
for anything. It was one of the best experiences of my life.”

Lars’ graphic novel series Tonoharu is based on this period of his life. He 
feels that comics are well-suited for this type of story. 

“I’ve always had a hard time describing my life in Japan to those who have 
never been there before, because there's no common frame of reference,” 
said Lars. “By relating the experience in comics, I can show what happened 
rather than just tell about it, which really helps bring the story to life.”

Tonoharu: Part One is available now; the follow-up Tonoharu: Part Two hits 
shelves this December. For further details, visit Lars’ website at: 
http://larsmartinson.com
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